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Wheel of fortune
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Deep within the ancient mists of time — i.e., the Carter administration — it was proposed

that the Mississippi River at St. Louis be spanned with a cable car system. The thought was

that tourists would love to see the river from 300 feet.

There was no money for this plan, of course, and, as it turned out, very little enthusiasm.

We hadn't thought of it in three decades until we read Matthew Hathaway's story in the

Sunday Post-Dispatch about Mark and John Rodgers' plans to build a 175-foot tall Ferris

wheel on Laclede's Landing.

As connoisseurs of far-fetched riverfront development schemes — cable cars, floating

islands, Disney-St. Louis, the Battleship Missouri, etc., — we applaud the Rodgers frères

for their pluck. When the economy went south and their proposed $25 million Port St.

Louis condo development on the Landing went kaput, the brothers bounced back with the

Ferris wheel concept.

Now, some will argue that to erect a Ferris wheel — actually, an "observation" wheel or

"sky" wheel, featuring 42 climate-controlled gondolas with video screens — just north of

Capt. James B. Eads landmark bridge and not far from Eero Saarinen's Gateway Arch

might be . . . well . . . a little tacky.

To which others might reply, "Have you seen the

London Eye?" That's a 443-foot tall Ferris wheel

across the River Thames from Westminster that

has become the most popular tourist attraction

in England.

Who needs St. Paul's Cathedral or Buckingham

Palace when you've got a 443-foot Ferris wheel?

In fact, all around the world, cities are building

giant Ferris wheels. Soon, no city's skyline will be complete without a Ferris wheel. St.

Louis must close the Ferris wheel gap!

Besides, Laclede's Landing could use the business. And former Sen. Jack Danforth, R-Mo.,  

yesterday's most emailed
1. Obama's past associations are fair game

2. Oral cancer rates rising is linked to virus spread by

sex

3. The Post-Dispatch Endorses Barack Obama for

President

4. Pujols has elbow surgery

5. St. Louis firetrucks collide rushing to blaze

6. Child support ends earlier for college students

7. Brothers plan a Ferris wheel on the Landing

8. I think Halloween is becoming Hookerween

9. Are you living in a former meth lab?

10. Lawyer pardoned in Nevada crime loses Missouri

license for not revealing his record

RN / LPN
Saint Louis, MO
Dutchtown Care Center

SALES ASSOCIATE
Saint Louis, MO
People Etc.

LAB MANAGER
Saint Louis, MO
Eyemart Express

DENTAL MANAGER
Saint Louis, MO
confidential

DRIVERS
Saint Louis, MO
TMC

INTENSIVE OUTPATIENT THERAPIST
Sullivan, MO
Horizon Health

NETWORK TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT SPECIALIST
Saint Charles, MO
City of St Charles

GENERAL - LABORER / MACHINE OPERATOR
Saint Louis, MO
Confidential

OTR DRIVERS
Saint Louis, MO
Roehl Transport

HVAC PROGRAMMER
Saint Louis, MO
Dynamic Controls, Inc.  

News Business Sports Entertainment Life & Style Multimedia Interact Jobs Rides Homes Marketplace

http://www.laduenews.com/
http://suburbanjournals.stltoday.com/
http://www.stltoday.com/lifestyle/bestbridal
http://www.stltoday.com/
http://www.stltoday.com/todayspd
http://www.stltoday.com/membercenter/
http://www.stltoday.com/help/subscriber-services
http://www.stltoday.com/help/advertise-with-us
http://oas-central.realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.stltoday.com/news/editorial/987977874/Top2/default/empty.gif/516f42345a6b6a314f536f4143646c4a?x
javascript:openWindow('/stltoday/emaf.nsf/Emaf?OpenForm&db=stltoday%5C%5Cnews%5C%5Cstories.nsf&docid=512C52F473D49CC6862574E10082FA2E','_popupwin','toolbar=0,location=0,status=0,menubar=0,scrollbars=1,resizable=1,width=350,height=450')
javascript:toggleLayer('sharelinks');
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/emaf.nsf/Popup?ReadForm&db=stltoday%5Cnews%5Cstories.nsf&docid=512C52F473D49CC6862574E10082FA2E
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/editorialcommentary/story/512C52F473D49CC6862574E10082FA2E?OpenDocument#readercomments
http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/jobseeker/jobsearch/search_results.html?keywords_all=9317886&detailed_display=1&partner=stlouis
http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/jobseeker/jobsearch/search_results.html?keywords_all=9316982&detailed_display=1&partner=stlouis
http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/jobseeker/jobsearch/search_results.html?keywords_all=9310457&detailed_display=1&partner=stlouis
http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/jobseeker/jobsearch/search_results.html?keywords_all=9308048&detailed_display=1&partner=stlouis
http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/jobseeker/jobsearch/search_results.html?keywords_all=9307214&detailed_display=1&partner=stlouis
http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/jobseeker/jobsearch/search_results.html?keywords_all=9303007&detailed_display=1&partner=stlouis
http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/jobseeker/jobsearch/search_results.html?keywords_all=9291557&detailed_display=1&partner=stlouis
http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/jobseeker/jobsearch/search_results.html?keywords_all=9289535&detailed_display=1&partner=stlouis
http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/jobseeker/jobsearch/search_results.html?keywords_all=9288976&detailed_display=1&partner=stlouis
http://hotjobs.yahoo.com/jobseeker/jobsearch/search_results.html?keywords_all=9306549&detailed_display=1&partner=stlouis
http://www.stltoday.com/News
http://www.stltoday.com/news/editorial
http://www.stltoday.com/
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/columnists.nsf/charleskrauthammer/story/2104743F39BF507F862574DE0081D2E4?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/CBCBE32A5F7BC97A862574E1000F9770?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/editorialcommentary/story/B1F99407E81F92DB862574DF00716259?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/sports/stories.nsf/cardinals/story/76A324535BB59346862574E10074F720?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/D5B5AC42F0FE4439862574DF00128EC2?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/education/story/1836B7B042F864EE862574DD000C0F93?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/AAC27065D9A56507862574DF0016ADF5?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/lifestyle/columnists.nsf/suburbanfringe/story/DC1385A08FE339CA862574D3006CBE09?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/35F16EA802D11D50862574DF002C83DA?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/AE57EB25410C13A3862574E1000C9358?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/news
http://www.stltoday.com/business
http://www.stltoday.com/sports
http://www.stltoday.com/entertainment
http://www.stltoday.com/lifestyle
http://www.stltoday.com/multimedia
http://www.stltoday.com/interact
http://www.stltoday.com/jobs
http://www.stltoday.com/rides
http://www.stltoday.com/realestate
http://www.stltoday.com/market


10/14/08 7:41 PMSTLtoday - Wheel of fortune

Page 2 of 2http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/editorialcommentary/story/512C52F473D49CC6862574E10082FA2E?OpenDocument

(1) Comments

darcat  October 14, 2008 5:05PM CST

This is fantastic!! Please St Louis politicians, don't stand in the way of a really cool and fun

idea. Let's have St Louis be in front of something instead of always a few steps behind!! I

appluad this initative as fresh... and the riverfront can certainly use a little update!! Cheers to

the Rogers Boys...Go get 'em
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 Besides, Laclede's Landing could use the business. And former Sen. Jack Danforth, R-Mo.,

has been pointing out that tourism at the Arch is down, too.

Naturally, the Rodgers brothers are seeking a city subsidy for their wheel of fortune in the

form of tax increment financing. This means the mayor, the Board of Estimate and the

aldermen will all get in on the act. If the brothers think a Ferris wheel goes 'round and

'round, wait'll they see City Hall.
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